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children, and big with another; the eldest of the
children is not above six years old, and though he
is a boy, yet he is utterly incapable to be concerned
in the business; so the trade which (had his father
lived to bring him up in his shop or warehouse)
would have been an estate to him, is like to be lost,
and perhaps go all away to the eldest apprentice,
who, however, wants two years of his time. Now,
what is to be done for this unhappy family ?

Done! says the widow; why, I'll never let the
trade fall so, that should be the making of my son,
and in the mean time be the maintenance of all my
children.

She thereupon applies her mind to carry on the
trade herself; and, having happily informed herself
for the last two years of some matters in the busi-
ness, which her husband had indulged her in the
knowledge of, she endeavours to improve this know-
ledge ; and her friends procuring for her an honest
journeyman to assist her to keep the books, go to Ex-
change, and do the business abroad, the widow carries
on the business with great application and success,
till her eldest son grows up, and is first taken into
the shop as an.apprentice to his mother; the eldest
apprentice serves her faithfully, and is her journey-
man for some years after his time is out; then she
takes him in partner to one-fourth part of the trade;
and when her son comes of age she gives the ap-
prentice one of her daughters, and enlarges his
share to a third; gives her own son another third ;
and keeps a third for herself to support the family.

Thus the whole trade is preserved, the son and
son-in-law grow rich in it, and the widow, who
soon grows skilful in the business, advances the
fortunes of all the rest of her children very consi-
derably.

Here is an example of the good effects of a hus-